Passport is an
initiative funded by
the Ontario Ministry
of Community and
Social Services

The Passport Initiative
provides people who
have a developmental

disability with exposure
to a wide range of
activities such as work,
volunteer, leisure and
recreation opportunities.

Individual brochures on
mentoring, planning and
funding are also available.
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Passport Initiative
An introduction to...

PASSPORT MENTORING
What is it?

The Mentoring Initiative is an opportu-
nity for students to consider options for
their futures. This school-based partner-
ship invites high school students, who
have a developmental disability, to ex-
plore the realm of what’s possible once
they have graduated. Students are intro-
duced to adult mentors of diverse abilities
and vast experiences. Mentors share their
experiences and students indicate that
this helps them feel better equipped to
make decisions about their futures.

Mentor Coordinators support the student/
mentor match and work in collaboration
with schools, families, Self-Advocacy
groups and the broader community.

‘Who can be involved?

Students (14-21 years old) who are in
high school and who have a developmen-
tal disability.

‘Who can I contact for more information?

Andria Samis, Mentor Coordinator
(Toronto) 416-605-7620

asamis@communitylivingontario.ca

Linda White, Lead Mentor Coordinator
(Ontario East) 905-436-8162

linda@communitylivingontario.ca

PERSON-DIRECTED PLANNING
What is it?

When people are applying for supports and ser-
vices, it important to think about what they want
those supports and services to do. As well, if they
receive funding to purchase supports and services,
planning can assist them with mapping out where
they want to go, what they have and need, and
how they will get there. It is much like planning
for a trip and requires the same preparation to be
enjoyable and successful.

Having a plan helps people determine where to
start so they can decide how to best use their
money or supports. This plan can support school-
based transition planning that may already be
happening. It is helpful for people to talk to family
and friends about what is important to them,
what their interests are, what types of activities
they want to explore and participate in, and what
they need to be able to do this. Trained Planners
are available to assist individuals, families and
friends with planning.

‘Who can be involved?

Anyone who has a developmental disability and
wants to put together a plan for their future.

Family and support members can also access plan-
ning.

‘Who can I contact for more information?

Contact any one of the 32 Developmental Services
agencies in Toronto listed on the back of this
brochure or at www.dsto.com

PASSPORT FUNDING
What is it?

Passport to Community Living is funded
by the Ministry of Community and Social
Services to support adults who have a
developmental disability, who have left
school, and require supports to participate
in community activities.

Through this initiative the participants
who are approved for funding can pur-
chase services and supports that will facili-
tate their community participation ac-
cording to their interests and strengths.

Participants can choose to make their own
arrangements to purchase supports and/or
to access services through community
based agencies.

‘Who can be involved?

Adults who have a developmental disabil-
ity and have left school and require sup-
ports to participate in their communities.

Who can I contact for more information?

Contact any one of the 32 Developmental
Services agencies in Toronto or call
Family Service Toronto, Designated
Agency for the Passport Program in
Toronto, at 416-780-1106

Application forms and guidelines are avail-
able at: www.dsto.com
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